
Welcome to the Spring edition of our Club 

newsletter. Hopefully spring is now on it’s way 
given that the start of the month we had snow 
blizzards! 

Hopefully you all had a good break over 

Easter and those that are just coming to the end 
of their Easter break are ready to get back to 
some training to work off all those Easter eggs! 

Last Sunday saw the start of the Summer 

League at Reddish and also the entry of 2 new 
teams. We now have enough players to divided 
the mixed YR3/4’s and are able to field a YR3 
squad and also a YR4 team. The YR3 team are 
the Dolphin's and the YR4 are the Seahorses, 
both recently retired as they head off to Uni. We 
hope that you all have a long and enjoyable ex-
perience with Didsbury as your predecessors 
did.  

As many parents of the older girls know only 

too well, as we start back after the Easter break 
it isn’t too long before GCSE, A2 and A Level 
study begins in earnest followed by the all too 
soon exams. It is at this point we say a very fond 
farewell  to the recently retired Dolphins as they 
begin  their revision and exams and wish them 

all the very best and that they make their first choice 
University. Good Luck Girls. 

With the exams you will also know that the indoor 

facilities become unavailable as they are required for 
the exam tables so please to keep up to date via the 
website, Facebook  and Twitter as to where we are 
with the training locations. Wishing for decent 
spring as we head into summer hopefully it will stay 
dry and warm as we head outdoors. 

May we also take this opportunity to wish all our 

older players every success with their revision and 
exams and that they obtain the results they require to 
move onto the next exciting chapter of their lives. 
Don’t forget you are allowed to take time out for a 
game of netball to blow away the cobwebs before 
returning to get buried back in the books. 

 

We now return to training after the Easter 
break. 

First session back; 

Monday 16th April 

Thursday 19th April 
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              Why not stay in touch  

Apologies for the delay of our latest newsletter but the wait was well worth it as we wanted to bring you the 
latest news from the Commonwealth games and England's progress. Two vey early and nail biting morning but 
after making history Saturday morning by making the semi finials and then beating Jamaica England  had  
made it into the gold medal game Sunday morning. 

England's netballers stunned overwhelming favourites Australia in a very close game with the winning goal 
coming in the very dying seconds. More about the game on page 6. 

Congratulations Girls, we’re all very proud of you. 



 

As we return back after the East-
er break are you ready and pre-
pared for your training session? 

Unfortunately due to our location 
traffic does play a big part in get-
ting to your training session on 
time but please do aim to get 
there before the session starts as 
all sessions start with a warm-up. 
A warm-up is a critical part of 
any netball session. 
Netball is a high impact 
sport on young players’ 
bodies, so players need 
to activate and prepare 
the muscles they’ll be 
using.  

If you arrive before the session 
starts this will enable you to 
make sure that your hair is tied 
back, jewelry has been removed 
and in the case of the Monday 
sessions the girls have visited 
the toilet. Most Monday sessions 
we have a regular flow during 
the sessions to the toilet and as 
we have an adult accompany 

them this will be more 
challenging when we 
move outdoors. 

Thursday sessions, ar-
riving before the start 
of training will give 
plenty of time for you to 

visit and  remove the need for 
someone to usher you out and 
into the sports hall so the warm 
up can start. 

This will then allow the coaches 
to deliver maximum coaching 
time to you as you are all there 
and able to listen to instruction 
and time is not wasted having 
to repeat it all several times 

teams. The first date had to be  
re-scheduled as ‘The Beast from 
the East’ decided to put in an 
appearance. 

The training session was re-
scheduled to Wednesday March 
28th and what a fantastic Easter 
treat for the girls it was. 

All players had a great time and 
came away with new skills to 

implement into their own game 
play. 

@EvansDamien                         
Great Training session by Dani 

Bloomfield for Didsbury netball. I’m 
glad I won the charity auction 
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Start Bidding Now…….. 

Are You Ready For Training? 

DI DSB URY  NE WS LE TT ER 1 2  

Towards the end of last year Pira-
nhas Team Manager Damien Ev-
ans decided (with encourage-
ment from daughters Molly & 
Amelia) to take part in an on-line 
charityi s former England U21 interna-

tional  netball auction. 

Next thing Damien knows is that 
he  has the winning bid for a 
training session delivered by 
Thunder player Dani Bloomfield. 

Dani is part of the Manchester 
Thunder Super League squad and 
also a former England U21 inter-
national player. 

Fortunately for Damien the train-
ing session wasn’t for him!! 

The training session was for a 
small number of players and as 
TM of the Piranhas he organized 
a date for them to come along, 
with a few extra’s to make up two 

L-R Molly, Damien, Dani & Amelia 
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on the 4th Feb. A well played and 
hard fort game, a well deserved win. 

The following Sunday was the turn of 
the Manatees who on the 11th Feb 
had their first taste of a win. Again a 
well played game which went down 
to the wire but saw the Manatees 
finish on a deciding goal. 

Needless to say I’m not sure who 
cheered the loudest at both games 
the players or the parents!! 

Sandwiched in-between these two 
wins the Whales were nearing the end 
of their Regional League games and 
were playing away to Alsager and had 
their first win in this season’s league. 

The girls played really well opening up 
a lead in the 1st quarter and main-
tained it with a good display of netball. 
They won the game 23-33. 

Well done to the Manatees, Swordfish 
and Whales-perseverance does pay. 

Sideline Etiquette for Parents  

As previously stated Reddish offers 
the players weekly game play to put 
into practice what they learn at train-
ing as there are not enough hours or 
court space to have full games at 
training. 

2 weekends in February saw all the 
players hard work, determination 
and improvement in their game play 
pay off with their first match wins. 

A great big congratulations to the 
Swordfish who won their first game 

When we started 
back in September  
we had a new intake 
of YR3 players but 
not enough to make a 
team to get them to 
start playing weekly. 

As we didn’t want the 
same situation as the 
previous season we 
decided to enter a 
mixed team of YR3&4 
players so they could 
all benefit from the 
weekly game play 

that Reddish offers.  

As they were a mixed age group 

game play of the previous quarter. Please 
respect their decision and if any issue arise 
please speak to them after the game. 

Without them there would be no game. 

Respect the umpires' and coaches decisions. 
If there is a disagreement, follow the appro-
priate procedure in order to question the 
decision and teach children to do likewise. 

Without them there would be no game. 

Cheer — don’t coach. 

Unless your child is on your sideline, she 
probably won’t hear you anyway — you will 

As we start back at Reddish with the 
summer league plus the start of the tour-
nament season can we please remind 
parents about the Clubs code of conduct 
(to be found on the website). 

Didsbury Coaches and Team Managers 
are all volunteers and do so to enable 
your daughter to participate in a sport 
they love and enjoy. 

Team Managers are asked to manage a 
team giving the girls the opportunity of 
weekly game play. As we can not get 
coaches to all the games the TM has the 
responsibility of having  to position play-
ers depending on their strengths and 

just confuse and distract them doing what 
their coach wants them to. In fact, even if 
you DO know what you are talking about, 
“Shhhhhh . . .” because part of the game is 
for them to learn how to communicate 
with one another and implement strategies 
as determined by the coaches.  
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Fabulous February  

2 New Teams 

squad they played under the 
name of Didsbury and entered 
the Winter League at Reddish in 
October. 

As we took on new YR3 and YR4 
players  we were then able to 
separate the age groups and we 
now have a YR3 team who took 
on the recently retired team 
name of Dolphins and the YR4 
team who took last seasons re-
tired team name the Seahorses. 

Both teams will now be playing 
weekly at Reddish with the Sea-
horses first game towards the 
end of April. 

We wish both teams great success as 
they learn and practice their netball 
and that they have as much fun with 
their team mates as the two previous 
teams did playing together from high 
fives through until YR13. 

 

SPECTATORS                           
PLEASE REMEMBER 

1.These are kids                             
2.This is their game                    
3.Coaches and officials are human 
4.This is for fun                               
5.Positive cheering is encouraged 



 

Those of you with YR11/ YR12 & 
YR13 children will probably not be 
looking forward to the next couple 
of months as much as the said chil-
dren.  

May and the beginning of the exam 
season will soon be here and com-
miserations to those of you with 
children in all three age groups. 
You will soon get your house back 
along with the constant noise along 
with your daughter, no more tread-
ing on egg shells!! 

There is really no ‘right’ way to re-
vise as different techniques work 
for different students. However, 

there are definitely some essen-
tial things to do during the exam 
season, as well as some essen-
tial don’ts.  

One thing that does help is tak-
ing time out from the revision 
and by staying active. 

Going for a run in the morning 
or heading to the gym can pro-
vide a welcome break from the 
monotony of revision and will 
also help to boost your energy 
levels. Unless you have an exam 
the following morning playing 
Netball is a great way to refresh 
yourself before returning to the 

revision zombie. 

The following section is taken 
from the local newspaper with 
comment from former member 
Sejal who played for the Dolphins 
before they all retired to concen-
trate on their exams. 

Didsbury Netball wish all players  
all the best for their exams. 
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Record 21 Withington students celebrate Oxbridge offers…... 

May—June Misery 
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…… and one of them a Didsbury player 

Twenty-one Withington students have received offers to study at the universi-
ties of Oxford and Cambridge, with 19 current Sixth Formers holding condi-
tional places, dependent upon securing required grades at A-Level.                                 
This year’s impressive number of Oxbridge offers – 13 for Cambridge and 
eight for Oxford – is a record for Withington, with 24% of this year’s Upper 
Sixth cohort of 80 pupils earning the sought-after opportunity to progress to 
the two oldest and consistently most highly-ranked universities in the United 
Kingdom.                                                                                                                                                                                    
Subjects the Withington Oxbridge candidates have chosen to study range 

from History and Politics, Modern Foreign Languages, Law, Geography and Economics to Natural Sciences, Mathematics, Psy-
chology, Archaeology, Engineering and Medicine.                                                                                                                                                                                         
Headmistress Mrs Sarah Haslam, commented: “We’re delighted to see the girls’ passion for their subjects, willingness to engage 
with ideas and genuine curiosity about the world reflected in their offers to study at these leading universities. Their success is 
richly deserved and epitomises the culture of commitment to the value of learning and independence of thought we nurture and 
celebrate here at Withington.”                                                                                                                                       Offers are still 
arriving every day for Upper Sixth girls who have made UCAS applications and many are already holding offers to study at the 
UK’s top universities, including  Durham, Edinburgh, King’s College London, LSE and UCL. Their offers are for a wide range of 
courses, including Architecture, Fine Art, Computer Science, Dentistry, Drama, English, Economics, Law, Marketing, Medicine, 
Modern Languages and Optometry, As in most years at Withington, one quarter of the cohort aim to go on to study Medicine, 
with aspirations to qualify as much-needed doctors.                                                                                                                         
Mrs Haslam added: “All of our Upper Sixth are to be congratulated – it is a pleasure to work with these outstanding young wom-
en who not only embrace the opportunity to learn but also make such a wonderful contribution to the life of the school and the 
wider community.”                                                                                                                                                                Head Girl, 
Sejal Karmarkar, who holds her offer from Jesus College, Cambridge, to study Medicine said: “I am so excited to meet new peo-
ple and live in a beautiful college in a beautiful city! I feel very lucky because at Withington I received a huge amount of help and 
support not only in preparation for the daunting interviews and admissions tests but also pastoral support and  a LOT of encour-
agement through the stressful process. Dr Vilela and Dr Madden were phenomenal advisors in this process!” 
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After reading the previous arti-
cle and all the hard revision 
required for exam success to 
get them to the next stage in 
their life, this one is about what 
you can achieve when you get 
there 

This article is a piece in the lat-
est issue of England Netball 
magazine and features past 
players Claudia Ross and Becca 
Lewis who were in the original 
Turtles. As you can read netball 
does not end when you leave 
home for Uni, in fact it can 
bring home again. 

Well done girls for keeping up 
and still enjoying your netball. 
Wishing you every success with 
your studies also. 
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University Netball 

Manchester Netball 

SHEFFIELD’S STARS' 
SUCCESS 
This year Sheffield University Netball Club nominated 
four of their highest performing athletes to trial for 
the English Universities netball team. Chloe Gregory, 
Leia Griffin, Claudia Ross and Becca Lewis travelled to 
Manchester to showcase their ability for a place in the 
squad. Chloe said: ‘I really enjoyed the trial stages of 
English Universities; there were a lot of talented girls 
and a very high standard of competition. The matches 
were tough, but it was a great experience to play 
with girls from all over the North. I’m really looking 
forward to the next stage and to have the chance to 
represent the North and hopefully make it to the 
England team.’ Chloe and Leia were successful in the 
first stages of the trials and Claudia gained a place as a reserve. 
English Universities provides the opportunity for top netballers to be pushed to their 
full potential and play against other athletes of a similar ability. It creates unity within 
the university netballing community across England and allows for athletes to repre-
sent the North, South and country. Sheffield University Netball Club are extremely 
proud of the players' success and wish the team the best of luck against the South and 
in future matches against other countries! Club Sport Development Officer at the Uni-
versity of Sheffield Greg Unwin said: ‘It is no surprise to see that these netballers have 
been extremely successful. The club have been going from strength to strength both 
on and off the court and have supported netball from grassroots upwards 

http://www.netballyorkshire.co.uk/ 

   Yorkshire  

It’s back!                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Netball Manchester Live returns to Manchester Arena in 2018, for the third time.                                                                             

We will take on defending Super League champions Wasps on Saturday, June 2, which promises to be a pulsating match on the 

city’s biggest stage.                                                                                                                                                                             

The match will begin at 2.15pm on Saturday, June 2.Doors will open at 12.30pm. 

Tickets start at £10 and are available now >> 

https://goo.gl/okuhz9


Saturday April 14th 6am…..how many of 
you set your alarm for an early historic 
morning of netball, England had for the 
first time made it into the Silver medal 
game at the Commonwealth games and 
playing against Jamaica. Both teams up-
setting the apple cart by preventing an 
Australia v New Zealand final.  

It was a fantastic semi final with England 
trailing by all the quarters. The last quarter 
saw the girls seize the advantage for the 
first time since the second quarter. 

With time ticking down, it was Roses ball 
for the final 15 seconds and the chance 
looked to have gone when Helen Housby's 
effort bounced out, but Chelsea Pitman 
and Housby combined to feed Jo Harten, 
who held her nerve to sink the winning 
point. 

England guaranteed at least a silver medal 
and end their run of semi-final defeats at 
the Games.  

Sunday 15th April 4am….an even earlier 
alarm call but what a call England made. 

Australia v England with Australia the 
favorites to win. England stun Aus-
tralia at the death to grab dramatic 
Commonwealth Games netball gold. 

There had been nothing to choose be-
tween the two sides throughout with 
the score line going back and forth. 
With the score level at 51-51 and the 
clock reaching 59 minutes and 59 se-
conds, the fate of both teams rested with 
England’s Helen Housby, standing un-
der the post with ball in hand. Beating 
the full-time buzzer, Housby scored and 
with it secured England netball’s great-
est ever triumph.  

England stun Australia to win netball 
gold with last-gasp goal 

England make history by winning their 
first ever Commonwealth Games net-
ball gold, beating hosts and world num-
ber one Australia. 

It was a triumph that had been two decades 
in the making for head coach Tracey Ne-
ville, who won Commonwealth bronze as a 
player in 1998. 

“What a moment,” she said. “It was my 
dream as a player and I’m living it as a 
coach though these players’ eyes. 

“The form Australia had in this tournament 
was absolutely exceptional. We knew we 
had to put out the most clinical performance 
of our lives today and we just basically said 
we’ve got nothing to lose.” 

 

Get together with your friends, 
family and colleagues (male & 
female) to help 
raise awareness 
during Mental 
Health Aware-
ness Month.  

Umpire: You must provide your own Um-
pire, this could be a player as they will be 
asked to umpire the match before or after 
so can still play in the tournament 

  

Deadline: Friday 20th April 2018  

For more information or entry form please 
contact, Anneka O’Connor at   

anneka.oconnor@englandnetball.co.uk  
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Mixed Netball Tournament   

DI DSB URY  NE WS LE TT ER 1 2  

Tournament Information   

Date:   Saturday 12th May 2018   Cost: £55 
per team   

Venue:  Macclesfield Leisure Centre, Priory 
Ln, Macclesfield, SK10 4AF  

Times:   1.30 till 6pm  

Players: There must be a minimum of 2 
males and a maximum of 3 males on court  

Head coach Tracey Neville joins her team in medal celebra-
tion CREDIT: SCOTT BARBOUR/GETTY IMAGES  
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won all their next stage games. Didsbury 1 nar-
rowly won, and the final was a close fought game 
too, with Didsbury 3 eventually coming out win-
ners!  
A great time was had by all, and the weather was 
very kind throughout the weekend.  
The girls also had the opportunity to take part in 
a number of outdoor activities, including zip 
wires, and high ropes.  

Pictured is last years winning team and hopefully 
in the next newsletter we can let you all know 
how they got on. 

After last May’s successful week tournament at 
Condover Hall, Shropshire, Didsbury again are 
attending their annual weekend of netball. 

The year 9 netball weekend at Condover Hall 
was a great success. There were three 
Didsbury teams, which all had a mixture of 
Whales, Rays and Mermaids. The teams domi-
nated their leagues, beating all the other 
teams, finishing first and second in league one, 
and first in league two.  
The next stage saw Didsbury 1 play Didsbury 2 
for a place in the final against Didsbury 3, who 
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A Weekend of Netball & Adventure 

UKCC LEVEL 1 & 2 
COACHING COURSES 

Didsbury Netball Club Needs You 

Coaching Oppor-
tunities at 
Didsbury 
  
Don’t be shy – come 
and coach for 
Didsbury! 
  
Courses for L1 & L2 
coaching available for 
2017/18 
  
Receive high quality 
training from Eng-
land Netball 

  

  

Didsbury Netball Club 
Further information about the 
courses can be found at: 
https://www.englandnetball.co.u
k/coaching 

Enjoy sport?  
Have fun watching your girls play netball?  

Why not get more involved and become a coach! 

We are eager to find enthusiastic individuals to come and join our coaching team. Didsbury Net-

ball is excited to provide the opportunity to fund those who wish to undertake their Level 1 or 

Level 2 UKCC Award*. In return we would like to utilise your newly gained skills during our 

training sessions! We are also proud to offer our coaches a range of benefits in return for your 

coaching expertise. 

If you would like further information about what coaching at Didsbury would entail, 
or dates available for L1 & L2 courses, please get in touch with: 
Didsbury Chair: Debbie Whitworth deborahwhitworth@netlworld.com 
Didsbury Secretary: Jamie Whitworth didsburysecretary@outlook.com  

*Fees will be reimbursed upon successful completion of the course& production of certificate.  

https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/coaching
https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/coaching
mailto:deborahwhitworth@netlworld.com
mailto:didsburysecretary@outlook.com


The arrival of Easter saw the end of 
Reddish winter league and with the 
Easter break came mixed results.  

Congratulations to Seals and Piranhas 
coming top of their divisions, well 
played girls. 

From the table you can see the im-
provement being made by the younger 
teams, keep up the good work girls. 

Up Coming Courses 

     DIDSBURY NETBALL CLUB 

If you have any thing you want to get out to 

the members of the Club get in touch and 

we can put it in the newsletter or for a 

quicker publication/response why not go 

on our new Facebook and/or Twitter 

account…..sign up today! 

Anything you want to send through just 

use the email address below and leave the 

rest to us. We will endeavor to include your 

item in the next newsletter 

deborahwhitworth@ntlworld.com 

We’re on the web, 

didsburynetballclub.co.uk 

 

  
    C Award                

Into Officiating 

Award                

DATE: 19th May 

TIME: 11am-5pm 

VENUE: Manchester Metropolitan 
University, Crewe 

 

Link to book  

https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/ap
p/uploads/2017/12/Officiating-
Course-Booking-Form-2017-1-3.doc 

Perfect for those over the age of 13* 
who want to officiate at the local or 
junior league level. 

After you attend the course you will: 

Improve your current understanding 
and knowledge of the rules of the 
game 
Understand the requirements for the 
Netball Europe C Award 
Improve your umpiring skills by identi-
fying/observing and penalising in-
fringements of the rules 
Be able to demonstrate how position-
ing, movement and vision impacts on 
an umpires performance 
 

Begin to develop an awareness of when 
it is appropriate to playing advantage 
Have an awareness of Contact v Con-
test 
Understand the importance of Game 
Management for control and discipline 
* Please note that Learners are required 
to be 14 years old before they can take 
the Final Practical 
Assessment for the Netball Europe C 
Award 

Prerequisite: Affiliated to England Net-
ball, Over the age of 13 

Delivery: Practical & Theory 

Into Officiating 

Award                

Into Officiating 

Award                

LEAGUE TEAM POSITON 

Ladies 
League  

DOLPHINS   
SEALS            

BARRACUDAS 
STARFISH         

8                    
1            
5            
6                  

YR9 & 10  WHALES       
RAYS                

MERMAIDS       

8              
5            
4                  

YR7 & 8 PENGUINS      
PIRANHNAS 
SWORDFISH     

 8                    
1          
13                  

YR5& 6 OTTERS         
ORCAS                      

MARLINS       
MANATEES        

8             
7            
8            
5               

YR3 & 4 DIDSBURY 4 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/commonwealth-
games/43773192 


